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ONE TITLIL

Fiat’s innovative new hatchbacks - Bravo and Brava -
been voted European Car of the Year. Here’s why




iat's briliant new-model twins,
the Fiat Bravo and Fiat Brava,
armive in UK showrooms this
January fresh from their
coronation as the new-car
kings of Europe, The
distinctive three-doce Fiat Bravo and
five-door Fiat Brava scooped the
European Car Of The Year award
1996 in fine style, beating strong rival
cars from Mercedes, Audi and
Peugeot and sealing for Fiat an
unrivalled second successive victory.

The Europaan Car Of the Year
title, Eurcpe’s most coveted and
prestigious new-car prize, is
awarded only after close scrutiny by
56 of Europe's most senior motoring
journalists.

The win for the Fiat Bravo and
Fiat Brava — a year after tha Fiat
Punto took the trophy — brings Fiat's
tally to seven victories, an
unprecedented achievernent in the
30-year history of the European Car
Of The Year award. The next best
manufacturer has won the title only
thres times,

Each expert Car Of The Year
judge, from 21 European nations,
had a total of 25 points to allocate to
competing cars. From the 1935 raft
of new models, the Fiat Bravo and
Fiat Brava came a clear top with 378
pointg, ahead of the next bast
placed car, the Peugeot 408, with
363 points

Other important new models the
judges thought good but not that
good included the Audi Ad, Vauxhall
‘Vectra and Mercedes-Benz E-class.

The judging panel is reprasented
in the UK by the Sunday Express
Magazine. “Once again it is Fiat
that's impressed in a tight contest,”
said Sunday Express editor Brian
Hitchen. “This second victory in as
many years proves the Italian
manufacturer ie going from strength
to strength, and there is no doubt
that its model line-up is now
very strong.”

Commenting on the award,

Fiat Auto SpA Chief Executive Officer
Paclo Cantarefla remarked:

“Winning such a prestigious award is
cause for celebration for all of us at
Fiat. We know that Bravo and Brava
are two innovative, top quality cars
with a truly European appeal.

“The fact that a jury made up
of 56 experts thought so too is
very important for us because it is
a testament to the hard work and
dedication of the Fiat Auto team.”

Fiat’s European
Car Of The Year
roll of honour

1967 Flat 124 [=gendary family
saloon that lives on even today

N

1970 Fiat 128 the company's first
front-wheel drive car

1972 Fiat 127 pioneering
‘suparmini’ with front-wheel drive
and hatchback versatility

1984 Fiat Uno the zenith of the
atylish family runabout of the 1980s
1989 Fiat Tipe roomy, strong and
vargatile but still high on Latin varve

1

i

1995 Fiat Punto now far and away
Europe’s best-seliing car

1996 Fiat Bravo and Fiat Brava
judged Europe's best naw cars.
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Two distinct body styles, one shared aim: best in class.
This is what the Fiat Bravo and Fiat Brava offer buyers

iat realised its customers expected
something extra-special when it started
to design its new family hatchback,
And that's what it's given them. Twice.
The three-door Fiat Bravo and five-
door Fiat Brava. In the astonishingly
short 32 months it has taken to get the cars
from drawing board to metal, Fiat has spent
billions of lire developing them. Two hundred
designers and 2600 en
them full-time. Test cars were driven for
more than three million miles, while 100 cars
were usad to test and prove Fiat's safety
thinking. Even administrative office staff were
invited to drive them and give their verdicts.

The Fiat Bravo, with three doors, has a
muscular look with large, beautifully
designed rear light clusters and a neat,
truncated hatchback. The more flowing lines
of the Fiat Brava, besides incorporating two
generous extra rear doors, endina
curvaceous rear end with three separate rear
lamps, seemingly st into the rear comers
like precious stones.

At the front, the Fiat Bravo and Fiat Brava
share a family resemblance with a smoothly
contoured nose and bonnet line. The cars
have a handsomeness you would nommally
expect only in upmarket executive cars, The
appeal is enhanced by a wide range of
stylish paint finishes.

The Fiat Bravo and Fiat Brava come with
a broad choice of four petrol engines based
on Fiat's moduiar design principles: a

Dashboard as finely 12-valve 1.4-litre, a 16-valve 1.6, a sporty

seulptured as the 1.8 — four-cylinders all - and in the autumn a
ars. Features novel five-cylinder 2.0-litre in the

plunging centre high-performance HGT. 1.9-litre turbo-diesel
console with unique engines will join the range later.

it radio installation There's a Fiat Bravo or Fiat Brava for

{1op). Three-door everyone, whather it's constant frugality

Bravo [centre) and you're looking for or out-and-out excitemnent,
five-door Brava But many will find even the mid-range

[bottom) ~ intriguing 1.6-litre Brava gives extraordinarily balanced
answers lo difiering dr enjoyment: 90 per cant of the 1580cc
requirements engine's power s available between 2500




Torsional stiffness ol
chassis is class-leading,
without significant weight
penalty. Allows suspension
1o be engineered for
comfort and high

levels of interior
refingment. Safety features
are lop nolch, too: there's
slandard driver’s airbag,
pre-tensioned seal bells,
anli-submarining seats,
Impact crosshar behind
splil rear seats, high-level
rear brake light and unigue
Fial Fire Prevention Sysiem

and 5500rpm, allowing smooth, instant
accelaration and refined cruising.

Autocar tried all the variants of the two
new cars al Fiat's star-studded launch in
Italy last summer. In the 1.6-litre-engined
cars, the magazine's expert road testers
found “the fluency and ightness of
gearchange are complemented by almost
waightless variable-ratio power steering.”
The handling, they said, is "consistent and
the car's overall behaviour stable”,

In the sporty 1.8-litre cars, Autocar
discovered a 113bhp engine that "loves to
rev” and is “wonderfully flexible”. The fire-
breathing HGT “delivers crisp performance”
from 3800rm and i gutsy enough to
accelerate from 0-60mph in 8.2sec.

The interior styling of all Fiat Bravos and
Fiat Bravas is as distinctive as their exteriors
= they bristie with clever touches, The

Al petral engines are
multivalve units from 12-
valve 1.4 to 20-valve 2.0
litre. Emphasis is on low
and mid-range power with
outstanding fuel economy.
Suspension is MacPherson
strut fronttrailing arms rear
tuned for ride quietness

centra conscle of the fully-equipped facia
swoops down dramatically between the
car's twin airbags (standard for the driver,
aptional for the front passenger), and
contains a novel buit-in radio. In the
spacicus rear, there's a unique, three-part
split rear headrest that pops up from the top
of the seat. This is available on SX models
and above and is excellent for finding the
maost comfortable traveling position.

Being a Fiat, safety aspects get a high
priority: all Fiat Bravos and Fiat Bravas
come with front seatbell pre-tensioners,
integral door beams, anti-submarining
seats and Fiat's unique blaze-busting Fire
Prevention System.
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LEFT “The Coupe has
spirit and emotion and
strength,” says Peler
Fassbenter, designer of
Ihe Brave. “| wanted o
give the three-door the
same emaotion and ling,
50 [hat it was a strong
and unusual desion.”

SHAPLE
CHANGERS

The designers’ brief was simple, the results outstanding.
Good enough to win Autocar’s coveted Design Award

RIGHT "It had to
represent another type ol
thinking,” says Mauro
Bassa, designer of the
Brava, “and meant we
could get away from the
rational bax and find
variable volumes.”

othing does more for a new

car's desirability than the way it

looks. From your first tantakising

glimpse to the delight of getting

fully to know these award-

winning new cars, the Fiat
Bravo and Fiat Brava really have it
made. So confident was Aufocar
magazine of the rightness of the Fiat
Bravo and Fiat Brava that they made it
the 1895 Design Award even before
they had been able 1o road-test the first
right-hand drive cars.

For the 1998 European Car Of The
Year, this was the icing on the caka,
especially alongside other awards for
Paoclo Cantarella, Fiat Auto SpA Chief
Executive Officer, and also for Fiat as
Manufacturer of the Year, all prasented

at a glittering Autocar centenary party TOP AND ABOVE These original
at London's Natural History Museum designs were submitted by Giugiara's
last Movember, Italdesign, favourite for Ihe job having
The message is clear: Fiat is on a roll Just execuled Punto. Bul they were
and the briliant new Fiat Bravo and Fiat rejected in favour of Fial's own
Brava head a range of cars to relish, In-house Centro Stile design leam
Fiat has used imagination to create two RIGHT Basso's original skelch for the
distinct characters, each perfectly Brava showing abandonment of boxy

tailored to its own market. lines in tavour of spherical shapes




LEFT AND BELOW These
drawings ol Brava show
haw Fasshender played
with some unusual rear
light designs, betore

deciding on an ‘eye of
the fly’ look; rear hatch
angled to emphasice

roundness of rear fights

LEFT “We broke the rules,
eliminaled a lol of Fial
dogma and Cantarella
became our greates!
tan,” says Michael
Robinson, responsibie for
the interior design of the
Fiat Bravo and Fial Brava
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